
 

 

'logographic' stage 

whole word reading 

Early Level  

(age 5 or 6) 

'alphabetic' stage 

phonics 

First Level  

(age 6-7) 

'orthographic' stage 

Abstract codes 

Second Level  

(from about 8) 

Spelling Errors 

Sometimes dyslexics reverse letters in words- but they do so only slightly more 
frequently (and in some studies just about as often) as normally developing 
beginning readers. In fact, just about all beginning readers and writers reverse letters 
in words some of the time. And this is perfectly understandable: to a child a cup is a 
cup, whether the handle is on the left or the right- so why shouldn't the same 
principle be applied to letters or words? To make this confusion is perhaps little 
different from when an adult types 'saw' for 'was' on a keyboard- it's not because 
they can't spell, but because the letters are typed almost simultaneously, and the 
fingers get the letters down as a group, rather than as an ordered set. Children have 
to learn such constraints; they aren't born knowing them. Thus, at the first 
(logographic) stage of learning how to spell, many children know words as 'wholes', 
and might spell them forwards or backwards, because they haven't as yet developed 
a set of alphabetic or orthographic spelling rules. 
Having said all this, however, it is important to note that if a child is still consistently 
reversing letters or groups of letters after age 8 or 9, then this might be a strong 
indicator of dyslexia, as poor phonological skills make it difficult to learn the links 
between letters and phonemes.  
 
(Colin Harrison, University of Nottingham) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are five main categories of spelling errors which are part of the learning 
process and can be a good indication of where a learner is in his her spelling 
development. 
Omission, Insertion, Substitution, Transposition and Grapheme substitution 
 

 

  



 

 

The Pedagogy Trio 

When teaching there are three main aspects that we need to focus on and plan for in 
the teaching and learning process.  These can be subdivided into other strands and 
the way we do this depends on the learning situation.   

 

 

When planning on the next steps for a pupil, remember to assess and use your 
findings as the basis for when to go next.  If after a while no progress is made with  
one intervention, try something new.   

  

Attitude  

'Know why' 

Knowledge 
'Know what' 

Skills   
'know how' 

Ability 

Commitment Purpose 

Process 

Assess 

Plan Teach 
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Spelling Errors - Omission 

   
What You May See 

The five main categories: 
Omission, Insertion, Substitution, 
Transposition and Grapheme 
substitution 
 
Omission: This error consists in the 

omission of a single letter, e.g. pasage 
for passage. 

 

What is the cause? 
 
Errors of omission tend to be 
mostly at the 'logographic' stage 

(around age 5 or 6).  Beginning 
spellers typically learn a core 
vocabulary using 'rote-learning' 
and have no phonic strategies for 
building unknown words. As a 
result, strings of letters which bear 
little or no relation to the target 
words. 
 
As spellers enter the alphabetic  
and orthographic stage there are 
fewer omissions and these tend to 
be because of writing too quickly 
or incomplete knowledge of 
blends, doubling, rules or silent 
letters. 

Strategies for moving on 

 Daily revision of the alphabetic 

principle. 

 Daily practice at building words 

using the child’s growing 

knowledge. 

 Sounding out words audibly and 

stretching them. s – i – s – t – e- r 

 Learning rules 

 Encourage the correct 

pronunciation of words 

 Precision teaching probes for 

revision and assessment. 

 Encourage proof reading and 

checking. 

Assess 

Plan Teach 

Moving Up 

Systematically work through your school spelling structure, setting targets, 

assessing, encouraging active involvement by the pupils in the planning, recording 

and evaluating stages. 

Ensure an appropriate pace of learning and continual revisiting and revision of 

existing knowledge. 
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Spelling Errors  -  Insertion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What You May See 

The five main categories: 

Omission, Insertion, Substitution, 
Transposition and Grapheme 
substitution 
 
Insertion: The error consists in the 
insertion of a single letter, e.g. off for of 

 

What is the cause? 

Errors of insertion are not as 

common as omission but tend to be 

for the same reasons: 

 The child is not yet at the 

stage where he can sound 

out words and decide on the 

correct grapheme to use for 

the phoneme he hears. 

 The speller has incomplete 

knowledge of spelling rules 

such as when to double a 

letter 

Strategies for moving on 

 Daily revision of the alphabetic 

principle. 

 Daily practice at building words 

using the child’s growing 

knowledge. 

 Sounding out words audibly. 

 Learning rules 

 Encourage the correct 

pronunciation of words 

 Precision teaching probes for 

revision and assessment. 

 Encourage proof reading and 

checking. 

Assess 

Plan Teach 

Moving Up 

Systematically work through your school spelling structure, setting targets, 

assessing, encouraging active involvement by the pupils in the planning, recording 

and evaluating stages. 

Ensure an appropriate pace of learning and continual revisiting and revision of 

existing knowledge. 

 



 

 

'logographic' stage 

Early Level  

(age 5 or 6) 

'alphabetic' stage 

First Level  

(age 6-7) 

'orthographic' stage 

Second Level  

(from about 8) 

Spelling Errors  - Substitution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

What You May See 

The five main categories: 
Omission, Insertion, Substitution, 
Transposition and Grapheme 
substitution 
 
Substitution: The error consists in the 

replacement of a single letter by another 
single letter, e.g. definate for definite 

 

What is the cause? 

Errors of substitution are frequent 

and become more frequent as a 

child begins to sound out words and 

tries to match a grapheme to the 

phoneme he hears. 

 In the logographic stage, the 

speller is trying to rely on 

memory of sight words and 

may confuse letters because 

he does not yet understand 

the relationship of grapheme 

to phoneme. 

 The speller has incomplete 

knowledge of spelling rules 

such as when to double a 

letter. 

 The speller does not 

pronounce the word correctly 

and so struggles to link up 

what they hear with the 

correct grapheme.  

 It can also be caused by 

rushing and poor 

concentration. 

Strategies for moving on 

 Daily revision of the alphabetic 

principle. 

 Daily practice at building words 

using the child’s growing 

knowledge. 

 Sounding out words audibly and 

stretching them. s – i – s – t – e- r 

 Learning rules 

 Encourage the correct 

pronunciation of words 

 Precision teaching probes for 

revision and assessment. 

 Encourage proof reading and 

checking. 

Assess 

Plan Teach 

Moving Up! 
 

 Firstly check that the child is hearing adequately and encourage correct 
pronunciation. 

 Encourage slow sounding out and checking, reading back what has been written. 

 Use picture cues and mnemonics to help the speller remember difficult words. 
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Spelling Errors  - Transposition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moving Up!  

 Sounding out the word audible as well as silently. 

 Checking and proof reading 

 Learning spelling rules 

 Regular practice using Mnemonics 
 

 

 

 

What You May See 

The five main categories: 
Omission, Insertion, Substitution, 
Transposition and Grapheme 
substitution 
 
Transposition:  two adjacent letters are  

misordered, e.g. lable for label  

Assess 

Plan Teach 

Strategies for moving on 

 Daily revision of the alphabetic 

principle. 

 Daily practice at building words 

using the child’s growing 

knowledge. 

 Sounding out words audibly and 

stretching them. s – i – s – t – e- r 

 Learning rules 

 Using strategies such as ‘Cued 

Spelling’ to teach mnemonics 

and cues as a memory aid. 

 Spelling a word out loud as well 

as writing. 

 Encourage proof reading and  

checking. 

What is the cause? 

Errors of transposition are found at 

the logographic stage but more 

common at the alphabetic and 

orthographic stages as: 

 The speller begins to sound 

out words and becomes 

faster in writing. 

 The speller has incomplete 

knowledge of spelling rules 

and irregular spellings. 

 The speller hasn’t built up a 

sight memory of how the 

word ‘looks’. 
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Spelling Errors  - Grapheme Substitution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

What You May See 

The five main categories: 
Omission, Insertion, Substitution, 
Transposition and Grapheme 
substitution 
 
Grapheme substitution: The error is 

not confined to one letter or the 

transposition of two letters 

Assess 

Plan Teach 

What is the cause? 

Errors of Grapheme Substitution are 

not found at ‘logographic’ stage but 

at alphabetic and orthographic 

stages.  

This is due to the fact that many 

phonemes can be represented by 

several different graphemes and this 

can cause confusion and the wrong 

grapheme chosen.  Grapheme 

substitution is usually where more 

than one grapheme has been 

substituted. 

 

Strategies for moving on 

 Daily revision of the alphabetic 

principle in particular how the 

different phonemes can be 

represented by a number of 

different graphemes. 

 Daily practice at building words 

using the child’s growing 

knowledge. 

 Use multi-sensory cues to help 

embed the shape and constitute 

of each word. 

 Learning rules 

 Using strategies such as ‘Cued 

Spelling’ to teach mnemonics 

and cues as a memory aid. 

 Spelling a word out loud as well 

as writing. 

 Encourage proof reading and 

checking. 
Moving Up! 
 

 Practice writing words in and out of context. 

 Write difficult parts in a different colour. 

 Break words into syllable so  they are dealing with small chunks. 

 Checking and proofreading. 



 

 

Sample Spelling Error Screening Document 

 

 



 

 

Spelling Error Screening   Name:       Age:    Date: 

Error codes 
O = Omission;    I = insertion;    S = substitution;    T = Transposition;   GS = grapheme substitution 

Error Target word 0 I S T GS Real 
word 

Homo-
nym 

Silent 
letter 

Not 
doubled 

Wrongly 
doubled 

Letter 
confu-
sion 

Pronun-
ciation 

Magic ‘e’ 

peple 
 

people              

tabble 
 

table              

Fank 
 

thank              

night 
 

knight              

frok 
 

fork              

 
 

              

 
 

              

 
 

              

 
 

              

 

 

 

  



 

 

Spelling Error Screening   Name:       Age:    Date: 

Error codes 
O = Omission;    I = insertion;    S = substitution;    T = Transposition;   GS = grapheme substitution 

Error Target word 0 I S T GS Real 
word 

Homo-
nym 

Silent 
letter 

Not 
doubled 

Wrongly 
doubled 

Letter 
confu-
sion 

Pronun-
ciation 

Magic ‘e’ 

 
 

              

 
 

              

 
 

              

 
 

              

 
 

              

 
 

              

 
 

              

 
 

              

 
 

              

Comments: 
 
Main type of mistake: 
 
Plan for correcting the error: 
 
 

 


