
Paired Reading Partners  

Based on Professor Keith Topping’s work 

Training for P6/7 Pupils 

Matching up Reading Partner and tutees  

 Pupils with a common interest  

 Pupils that you think will get on well with each other 

 Partners should be above their partners reading age by around two year +. 

 

 

Session One 

Understand the rules for a Paired Reading Partner 

We are all good at different things.  Being a good reader doesn’t make you better 

than someone who struggles with reading.  (Activity) 

What do we need to know about how to read?  (Awareness of print activity) 

The Readybrek effect (all learning is cloaked with emotion)  (Activity) 

 

 

 

Too hot to handle?  Sometimes the reader may disclose things about bullying or 

things that worry them.  These must be told to a teacher.  You are not a counsellor.  

 

 

Session Two 

Review of session one. 

Choosing a book. 

Each reader needs to be able to choose books successfully and reading partners 

should support their partner with this. It is important that Reading Partners 

understand about the importance of book selection, that they are made aware of how 

they do it and that they are given opportunities to practise doing it.  

• Readability.  

“Five-finger method”. The pupil chooses a page to read in the book with one hand, 

with the other hand open. Each time an unknown word is encountered, the pupil puts 

Role play – how not to be an effective reading partner 

 

Activity – Practice the five-finger method on a variety of books. 



one finger down. If the pupil encounters five unknown words on a page, and all five 

fingers are down, then that book is probably too difficult for them.   

 

Then look for clues as to whether it is one they will like: 

• Clues on the book. This refers to clues that pupils can find without opening up the 

book.  

• Dipping into the book. Pupils can “dip in” to the book, read a random page and then 

decide if it is interesting.  

 • Cautionary clues. Pupils are likely to have an idea of what they don’t like, even if 

they are not yet sure what they do like.  

• Reading experience desired. Pupils who are more familiar with reading for pleasure 

may seek to incite a certain mood by reading a book.  

• Recommendations. Has the book been recommended by anyone? Does this 

recommendation help or persuade the pupil to read the book?  

Introducing a new book.  Talking about the cover, the title, the illustrations, the 

illustrator, the author.  What do all these things tell us and how does this help? 

 

 

 

 

  

Activity - In pairs look at a book, talking about the cover, the title, the illustrations, the 

illustrator, and the author.  Talk about the impressions you have of the book and 

what you have found out. 



Session Three 

Revision of session one and two. 

Reading 

First of all – EEKK!  - (Elbow to elbow, knee to knee) 

The Reader may want you to read the book with him/her.  Tell the reader to tap the 

book or your hand when he/she wants to read alone. 

Don’t be quick to correct.  Leave a few seconds and if he/she doesn’t work out the 

word them him/her what the word is and show him/her how to work it out.  If it is a 

tricky word which can’t be worked out, then tell him that. 

Offering praise  

One of the most important things that a Reading Partner can do is be encouraging in 

their comments to the reader.  

What words can we use to show how the reader is doing? 

Reading partners should be as specific as possible with their encouragement. Not 

only offering general feedback such as “well done” or “great work”, they should try to 

pinpoint why they are pleased with their partner.  The following type of expressions 

could be used:  

• “Well done for getting X or Y word right”   

• “You managed that word all by yourself, I’m really pleased with you”   

• “Brilliant, you have really showed me that you that you understood what was 

happening in that chapter/story”.  

• [In response to a question] “That’s a really interesting question you’ve asked….”  

• “You read that chapter/page much more fluently that when we read together last 

week. I can really see you are improving.” 

 

Session Four 

  

Role play reading session.  Counting the number of praises. 

 



Session Four 

Revise the last three sessions 

Let’s put it into practice: 

How does a Paired Reading session work? 

 Together look at the outside of the book: the picture, the title, and the author.  

Talk about what these might be telling us about the book. 

 Take a ‘picture walk’ through the book, talking about the things you see, what 

might happen on the next page, ask open questions and acknowledge and 

praise answers.  Give any thinking time that is necessary. 

 The learner should be in control of the book:  turning the pages, pointing to 

the words, setting the pace. 

 For some children, you will need to read the story first.  Have the child point to 

the picture and you read only when he/she has pointed to the next word. 

 For most, begin by reading together.  The child is in charge of pace by moving 

his/her finger along the text, so you may have to read slower than you would 

like to begin with.  If the child wishes to read alone, they tap the book (or other 

agreed symbol) and you stop reading. 

 Then it is his/her turn to read if he/she wishes to.  It may take several readings 

together over subsequent days to build a child’s confidence up sufficiently to 

read aloud alone.  Again he/she should point to the words as he/she reads. 

 Make audible sounds of affirmation regularly (changing words you use and 

sounds you make) especially at any difficult words which were read correctly 

or when the child has self-corrected mistakes. 

 If the child gets stuck, allow about 4 to 5 seconds for him/her to work it out. 

 If the child can’t work it out in that time, they probably won’t be able to.  Don’t 

make a fuss or show displeasure but tell them the word and show how you 

know what it says using techniques such as sounding it out and breaking it 

up.  Sometimes you need to tell them that it is a silly word and they just have 

to learn it.  Write the word down and practice it later, maybe looking for it 

again on another page.  Remember this is to be a time of positives and not 

negatives.  Praise the child for listening.  Say I can tell you are concentrating 

on this difficult word because you are looking at the word, you are listening to 

me, your hands and feet are still. 

 After correcting a mistake start reading with the child until he once more 

signals for you to stop reading. 

 Pause in the reading every now and again to talk about what has been read, 

anything funny that has happened, how it could relate to the child’s own 

experience, or to ask questions. 

 

 

 

 

Activity – In pairs work through a paired reading session practicing the praise, the waiting before 

correction and questioning. 

Afterwards talk about how it felt. 



 

   

Paired Reading Partners 

 

 Help to choose the right book.  

 Talk about the outside of the book. 

 ‘Walk’ through the inside of the book.  

 Let the reader take control of pace of 

reading.  

 Read together until 

Reader taps the page to 

show that you should stop. 

 If reader makes a mistake, 

give him/her a chance to work it out.  

If he/she can’t, then say the word 

and show how you know what it is.  

(write it in a jotter)  

 After a mistake, start reading once more until 

your partner signals for you to stop. 

 Remember to praise often.  

 Talk about what is being read. 

 Have fun! 

 



 I heard you reading about… 

 

Who? 

 

And… 

 

What happened? 

 

Do you remember what you read? 

 

I heard you reading about… 

 

Who? 

 

And… 

 

What happened? 

 

Do you remember what you read? 



 EEKK!   
Elbow to elbow, 

knee to knee 



Is the book too hard? 

 
Check with your five 

fingers! 



‘Look at me,’ shouted Bethan.  She did a leap frog over 

Gary.  She did a leap frog over Peter.   

‘Now I am going to do a leap frog over an elephant!’ she 

laughed. 

‘Not yet,’  said Gary. 

‘It’s my turn.  You could 

be the elephant and I 

will be a giant frog and 

leap right over you!’ 

 

 

 

































 

 

 

 



  
Paired Reading 
Partners 

 

 
1. Help choose 

a book 
2. Look at the 

outside of the 
book 

3. Do a book 
walk 

4. Read together 
5. Tap says, 

‘Stop reading’ 
6. Mistake – 

count to 4 
then tell 

7. Praise and 
encourage 

8. Talk about 
story 
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