Positive Development Stories - Photo-teaching resource
INTRODUCTION
This photo-teaching resource
accompanies Think Global’s
2015-2016 Global Wallplanner.
This year’s wallplanner explores
positive stories of development
as part of the European Year for
Development (EYD). The EYD seeks
to increase understanding of the
progress that has been made in development,
inspire young people to take part in the
conversation and encourage them to take
action. We hope that this resource, and the
selected photos, will encourage teachers to
discuss positive stories of development with
their pupils in the classroom, and join this
Europe-wide conversation. The resource will
give you information, ideas and guidance on how
to use this to enhance your curriculum work.

Why positive stories?
How do you talk about poverty and
development with your pupils? In the media
we are often faced with quite stereotypical
images about poverty, and our pupils may
receive incomplete messages about global
issues across the world. Although it’s
important to critique the reality of these
challenges with our pupils, it’s also important
for them to see the progress that is being
made. There is still lots of work to be done to
eradicate global poverty, but there are many
positive stories about how communities are
progressing.

We hope that these photos and
accompanying information will
start to bring this to life in a
tangible way. Whether it’s in an
assembly, a tutor time, a
literacy lesson, a PSHCE lesson
or as part of cross-curricular
day, these photos are a good
starting point for teachers to
discuss these issues with their pupils.

The themes
The EYD and the Global Wallplanner explore
12 themes relating to development issues.
Each month on the wallplanner, and each page
in this resource, has two photos illustrating
that month’s theme. You can read about these
themes in more detail on the ‘Teachers Corner’
page of the EYD website, which also has
lesson plans and educational quizzes around
the themes. There are also some fact sheets
about each theme that are useful background
reading for teachers. To find these additional
resources, visit https://europa.eu/eyd2015/
en/content/campaign-toolkit
The questions in the boxes on each page in
this resource are starting points for teachers
to discuss the photos and the theme together.
We’ve also provided some links to teaching
resources around each theme. For more
teaching resources and ideas on a wide range
of global issues, you can also search
www.globaldimension.org.uk.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N (c o n t . )
Curriculum links and ideas

Using photos in your lessons

These photos and accompanying stories
could be used in tutor times or assemblies.

Below are some simple ideas and activities
to help you think about how you can use
these photos in school. These photos could
be used with primary or secondary pupils,
and the stories and conversations adapted
appropriately by the teachers.

The EYD monthly themes could support the
development of cross-curricular thematic
planning with a global theme.
This resource could support the development
of the Global Learning Programme in your
school (see www.glp-e.org.uk).

• Create a photo display to share positive
stories of development in your classroom
or school reception

English, spoken language: the photos give
pupils the opportunity to ask questions, and
evaluate and build on the ideas of others

• Use one photo as a stimulus at the
start/end of a lesson for discussion

English, creative writing: the photos could
be used as a stimulus for creative writing.

• Use a photo to introduce a new
topic/theme that the pupils will be
learning about

Science: some of the photos could support
work on nutrition and digestion, health,
sustainable energy/energy
Art: ‘evaluating and analysing creative
works’ – using the photos as the main
material for a lesson
Citizenship: exploring our role as global
citizens, and our role in the European Union
Geography: inspiring a ‘curiosity and
fascination about the world’ – the photos
give pupils the opportunity to explore and
discuss their knowledge of the world, and
diverse people and places.

• Use the photos as a take-home activity to
discuss and engage parents in
development issues
• Ask students to research and find
another photo which shares another
positive story of development
• Use Tide’s Development Compass Rose
to analyse a photo’s natural, social,
economic and political dimensions:
bit.ly/tidecompass (PDF).
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Haiti: On the road to recovery

© William Daniels / Handicap International

Eight-year old Reynane lost a limb in
the aftermath of the earthquake which
struck Haiti in January 2010. Trapped
under the rubble, she was lucky to be
rescued, but sadly her leg could not be
saved. Handicap International’s
rehabilitation experts built her a
custom-made prosthetic leg, and just a
few weeks later she was walking
unaided again. Read more about
Reynane’s recovery…

Questions:
•
•
•

What else do you know about Syria and Haiti, the two countries featured in these stories?
Can you think of other countries who might be receiving humanitarian aid at the
moment?
Can you find another positive story in the news about someone who has been given
emergency shelter, food or water?

Resources:
•
•

Check out the European Year for Development lesson plan and stories and posts on the
theme of humanitarian aid.
For general information for schools about humanitarian aid, and links to resources, visit:
http://globaldimension.org.uk/glp/page/10741

© Russell Watkins/DFID

Lebanon: Knitting a brighter
future for Syrian refugees
A woman from Homs, Syria, now a
refugee in Lebanon, shows off knitted
woollen clothes that she's learnt how
to make, with support from the
International Rescue Committee and
UK aid. The clothes can either be
used by the refugees themselves
(many refugees were able to bring
very few clothes with them from
Syria) or they can be sold at local
Lebanese markets like this one.
Read more about this project…
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China: A migrant worker from a Tibetan
region in Sichuan, a neighbouring province.
Jiegu, in Yushu, Qinghai province, was struck by a strong
earthquake (6.9) on the 14th of April, 2010, with over
2000 casualties. Now, it is being rebuilt almost entirely.
Many people were displaced and had to move because
of the disaster, but now many homes will be ready to live
in again and people who moved can come back.
See more photos…

© Kevin Schoenmakers

Questions:
•
•

•

Why do you think some people are forced
to move away from their homes and
migrate?
What do you think people need in order to
build a new home and settle in a new
community?
Can you find a positive story in the news
about someone who has migrated from
one country to another?

Resources:
•
•

Check out the European Year for Development lesson plan and stories and posts on the
theme of demography and migration.
For general information for schools about migration, and links to resources, visit:
http://globaldimension.org.uk/glp/page/10756

© DFID/Vicki Francis

Pakistan: Providing hygiene kits to
families as they return home
These girls have returned with their family to
their village in Pakistan's Sindh Province, after
heavy floods. Despite the hardships, they are
still able to laugh and smile as they struggle to
lift the heavy container. Their house was
destroyed in the floods, so, with funding from
the UK, the NGO Concern is supporting them
with shelter materials, clean drinking water,
sanitation and non-food items such as
blankets, towels, tools and cooking utensils,
to help them to rebuild their lives. Read more
about how DFID has helped…
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Honduras: A boy enjoys his school lunch during
a US Media Tour highlighting partnerships
In 2011 former US Ambassador to the UN Agencies in Rome,
Ertharin Cousin, toured Honduras as part of a regional press
trip. This was to highlight the partnership between Honduras,
the United States, and key UN agencies in efforts to enhance
food security and reduce malnutrition.

© US Mission to the UN Agencies in Rome

Read about progress made in the US government’s Feed the
Future Initiative…
Read about the school meals programme in Honduras…

Questions:
•
•
•

Do you think it’s important to support farmers
to grow crops in countries like Honduras or
Kenya? Why?
What does it mean to be malnourished?
Can you find an example of a project/food
programme that gives children food at school?

Resources:
•
•

Check out the European Year for Development lesson plan and stories and posts on the
theme of food security.
For general information for schools about food, and links to resources, visit:
http://globaldimension.org.uk/glp/page/10747

© Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Kenya: A maize farmer
proudly surveys her crop
Efforts to support small farmers in
the developing world are making a
real difference. When food prices
rise it’s the poor in the developing
world who feel it the most.
Agricultural work at the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation focuses
on improving small farmers’
productivity so they have more to
eat, more to sell, and real, tangible
improvements in their lives.
Watch the Maize is Life film clip
Read more about the Drought
Tolerant Maize for Africa initiative…
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South Africa: Darling Wind Farm
This was the first commercial wind farm built in South Africa,
in 2008. Because large-scale wind generation was new to
South Africa, international assistance in developing wind
energy was requested from the Global Environment Facility,
UN Development Programme (UNDP) and Danish
International Development Agency. That assistance led to the
South African Wind Energy Programme (SAWEP), a project to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions through the promotion of
wind power. And it facilitated the creation of the Darling
Wind Farm. Read more on the UN’s Africa Renewal website…

Questions:
© Warren Rohner

•
•
•

What do you think are the pros and cons of
wind farming?
What do you know about the Sustainable
Development Goals starting in 2015? See if you
can find out more about them.
What positive steps are you taking in your
school to fight and adapt to Climate Change?

Resources:
•
•

Check out the European Year for Development lesson plan and stories and posts on the
theme of sustainable development and climate action.
For general information for schools about sustainable development, and links to
resources, visit: http://globaldimension.org.uk/glp/page/10761

© M. Tall (CCAFS West Africa)

Burkina Faso: Innovative farming
practices in the Sahel
Rain-fed agriculture is the mainstay of the
economy of most West African countries.
Climate change and variability represents a
major threat to agriculture and livelihood in the
region. ‘Zai’ is a traditional African planting
technique that uses water and nutrients better.
Semi-deep pits are dug, normally before the
rainy season, and covered with compost or
manure to improve fertility. Seeds are then
placed in the pits. The hole helps ensure that
water does not run-off and nutrients stay put.
Read more about ‘zai’…
Read more about ‘climate smart’ agriculture…
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Peru: Human rights for indigenous
and tribal peoples

© E. Gianotti/ILO

An International Labour Organisation (ILO)
project, funded by the EU, has addressed
the rights of indigenous peoples in Nepal, Peru
and the Central African Republic. In Peru, this
project has led to the strengthening of alliances
between indigenous peoples’ organizations and
trade unions and the development of relevant
courses of action, including youth employment,
the informal economy, domestic work, and
vocational training for indigenous peoples.
Read more about ILO’s work with indigenous and
tribal peoples…
Watch a film clip: Out of child labour and into
education in Viet Nam

Questions:
•
•
•

Can you find out some more information about the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?
All children have a right to an education. How would you feel if you weren’t allowed to go to
school?
Governance and Human Rights are the European Union’s guiding principles. What are the
guiding principles in your school?

Resources:
•
•

Check out the European Year for Development lesson plan on the theme of human rights
and governance.
For general information for schools about food, and links to resources, visit:
http://globaldimension.org.uk/glp/page/10752

© Jessica Lea / DFID

Zambia: Youth to youth education
Beauty and Hope are part of a youth
campaigning group in Zambia, learning about
rights & responsibilities and meeting with other
children and communities to explain why early
marriage is harmful. Hope (right) says: “Children
in communities near us are getting married early.
We teach them about their right to education
and that helps them get back into school. It’s
important for us to know about our rights
because it helps us to be more educated and
more useful in our country, and it helps us to
teach others so they can have a better future.”
View more photos: From forced marriage to safe
spaces in Zambia
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West Bank: Building a
water supply

© ECHO Jerusalem

People in Tubas (a Palestinian
town in the West Bank) are
not connected to a water
network. Through the EU’s
Humanitarian Aid and Civil
Protection department
(ECHO), GVC built four cisterns
for the community, and
rehabilitated the road through
which water tanks can easily
reach to the community.
See more photos….

Questions:
•
•
•

Can you find out more information about the European Union? What role does it play
in the world?
Can you describe how the European Union is supporting Palestine through the above
photo?
Can you find another positive story about development, which has been funded by the
EU?

Resources:
•

Check out the European Year for Development lesson plan and stories and posts on the
theme of Europe in the world.

© UNICEF Ethiopia/2013/Ose

Ethiopia: EU UNICEF
High Level Visit to
Amahara Region
Dr Peter Salama, UNICEF
Ethiopia Representative, left,
and Denis Thieulin, Head of
EU Delegation, interact with
children outside the model
household in Machakel
Woreda in Amhara region of
Ethiopia, 16 July, 2013.
See more photos…
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Tonga: inclusive
education

© Connor Ashleigh for AusAID

Students with a disability take
part in The Inclusive Education
(TIE) pilot programme at
Ngele'ia Primary School in
Nuku'alofa, Tonga, supported
by Australian Aid.
Read more about Tonga on the
BBC website…

Questions:
•
•
•

Do you think that education is important? Do you think it could help combat poverty?
What do you think sometimes stops children from going to school in some parts of the
world?
There has been real progress in the number of children attending primary school across
the world. Can you find a positive story in the news about this?

Resources:
•
•

Check out the European Year for Development lesson plan and stories and posts on the
theme of education.
For general information for schools about education, and links to resources, visit:
http://globaldimension.org.uk/glp/page/10744

© Bart Verweij / World Bank

Laos: Nutritious meals
are bringing more
children to school
Volunteers from the
community cook traditional
Lao recipes with more
nutritious ingredients to
ensure that the children eat
healthier meals.
Find out more… or Watch a
slideshow
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Ethiopia: Increasing
productivity & empowerment
of women farmers
© Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Temengnush Dhabi, a widow, has
been farming for 26 years in central
Ethiopia. Growing new chickpea
varieties has led to a dramatic
increase in her yields. She has
turned part of her house into a
store, where she sells her grain.
View more photos in a slideshow.

Questions:
•
•
•

Can you find an example of a project/programme that is being run by the European
Union (EU) and supports Women and Girls?
What do you understand by the term discrimination? Can you think of an example
of how women and girls might be discriminated against?
Is it better to be a boy or a girl? Discuss.

Resources:
•
•

Check out the European Year for Development lesson plan and stories and posts on the
theme of women and girls.
For general information for schools about gender issues, and links to resources, visit:
http://globaldimension.org.uk/glp/page/10748

© Oxfam in Russia

Russia: Natalia Koryagina
After teaching herself to grow organic
vegetables, geography teacher Natalia
Koryagina won national recognition
for her work promoting new agricultural techniques in kitchen gardens,
and providing training to local women.
Galina, a member of the local
women’s club says: “My connection
with Natalia changed all my life….
[she] showed me and my friends that
rural woman must have an active
stand in life and she can change the
world!” See more of Oxfam’s female
food heroes…

Positive Development Stories - Photo-teaching resource
Health

11

Cambodia: Improving
hospitals and healthcare
helps save lives
© Chhor Sokunthea / World Bank

Having a hospital like 16 Makara in
a remote province like Preah
Vihear is very important. Through
an emergency operation, this baby
and its mother were saved. The
hospital’s maintenance is
supported by the World Bank and
other international donors. Find
out more…

Questions:
•
•

•

Why is it important to try and stay healthy? Who do we depend upon when we get sick?
Maternal health is very important. Can you describe what happened to the mother and
the baby in Cambodia in the picture above?
Do you like having vaccinations? Why is it important to have vaccinations?

Resources:
•
•

Check out the European Year for Development lesson plan and stories and posts on the
theme of health.
For general information for schools about health, and links to resources, visit:
http://globaldimension.org.uk/glp/page/10750

© Pippa Ranger / DFID

India: Community health
worker gives a vaccination
in Odisha state
Rebati gives babies like Adilya polio
and other life saving vaccinations
for at least the first year of their
lives. Britain is working with the
Government of Odisha, one of
India's poorest states, and UNICEF,
to save the lives of thousands of
mums and babies. Read about how
DFID has also helped to fight
malaria in Odisha…
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Timor-Leste: Timorese
Celebrate International Day
of Peace

© UN Photo / Martine Perret

Timorese in traditional dress take part
in a ceremony for the International
Day of Peace, celebrated annually on
21 September. The ceremony also
marked the resumption of policing
responsibilities in the district of Alieu
by the Polícia Nacional de Timor-Leste
(PNTL), which took over from UN
Police forces.
Read more about Timor-Leste / East
Timor on the BBC website…

Questions:
•
•
•

What else do you know about Timor-Leste (East Timor)?
Do you think it is important for us to recognise the International Day of Peace? Why?
Why not?
What sort of steps can we take to ensure that communities remain peaceful, and avoid
conflict and violence?

Resources:
•
•

Check out the European Year for Development lesson plan and stories and posts on the
theme of peace and security.
For general information for schools about peace and security, and links to resources,
visit: http://globaldimension.org.uk/glp/page/10757

© Pete Lewis / DFID

Uganda: Harvesting hope
after war
Bicentina Auma, chair of a small
farmers’ co-operative in northern
Uganda, harvesting finger millet. The
co-op has been given a plot of land to
farm by Christopher Lutara, who is
benefitting from a grant from UK Aid,
as part of a programme designed to
help the area recover from a 20-year
war. "I am very grateful to Chris," says
Bicente. "Since he came, life has
changed. I can now afford to send my
children to school.“ Read more about
DFID’s work in northern Uganda…
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13

Ghana: Woman works in a
small shop

© Arne Hoel / World Bank

Help to ensure good work
conditions, such as fair taxation,
makes a big difference to the
lives of people working to make
a future for themselves and their
children.
Read how DFID has helped
market women in Ghana to
secure a decent trade...

Questions:
•
•
•

How can we make sure that we create more jobs for people whilst also making sure that
we protect our environment?
If you had an opportunity to meet Meenakshi Dewan from India (in the photo) what
would you ask her?
Can you find any positive stories about people in the developing world setting up their
own businesses?

Resources:
•
•

Check out the European Year for Development lesson plan and stories and posts on the
theme of sustainable green growth.
For general information for schools about sustainable development, and links to
resources, visit: http://globaldimension.org.uk/glp/page/10761

© Abbie Trayler-Smith / Panos Pictures / DFID

India: Off the grid, but on
the up
Meenakshi Dewan tends to
maintenance work on the solar
street lighting in her village of
Tinginaput, India. Rural areas like
this are not connected to the main
grid, but Meenakshi is one of four
women from her village trained to
be solar engineers. Read more,
and see more photos about this
project...
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Sudan: Launch of Voice of
Children

© Hamid Abdulsalam, UNAMID

Voices of Children is the first Darfuri
radio programme made by children, for
children in El Fasher, North Darfur. The
programme, produced by six children
from the Zam Zam and Abu Shouk
camps for displaced people and also
from El Fasher, is broadcast in a format
designed to provide entertainment and
information, and encourage the
involvement of children in the peace
process. Read more about this project…

Questions:
•
•
•

Do you think the radio project for children in Sudan is a good idea? Why? Why not?
Do you know any projects or programmes in your own school or community that encourage
children and young people to share their voice and opinions about issues?
Do you think children and youth can help tackle poverty and climate change?

Resources:
•

© Peter Vincent Von Elling / World Bank

•

Check out the European Year for Development lesson plan and stories and posts on the
theme of children and youth.
For general information for schools about human rights and child rights, and links to
resources, visit: http://globaldimension.org.uk/glp/page/10752

USA: Representative of Action
2015 speaks with the World
Bank Group
A group of 30 15-year-olds met with
the World Bank on 15 January 2015 to
mark the launch of Action 2015 - a
global coalition of over 1,000
organizations promoting the adoption
of an ambitious agenda to tackle
poverty, climate change, and inequality.
Read more about Action 2015…
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