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In April 2015 three reports were published by Education Scotland and the Scottish Government. The summarised findings (full reports accessed through clicking blue hyperlinks) from each of the reports can also be found below: 

 

‘3 – 18 Literacy and English Review’: Education Scotland ‘I read . . .’: Scottish Government ‘SSLN Literacy 2014 Findings’: Scottish Government 
1. Planning for Learning in Literacy and English 
 In Early Years and Childcare settings learners should be encouraged to revisit the 

same texts 
 In Early Years and Childcare settings staff need to develop a clear understanding 

of writing development 
 In Primary settings children should be given many opportunities to write at length 

across the four contexts of learning 
 In Primary settings children require more opportunities to develop advanced 

reading skills with suitably challenging texts 
 In Secondary settings talking and listening skills need to be developed in a 

progressive way, analysing the features of spoken language 
 In Secondary settings writing skills need to be further developed across the 

curriculum 
 In Special School settings they need to ensure appropriate challenge and 

progression is planned for 
 Across all sectors Scots Language requires progressive planning 
 
2. Assessment and Moderation in Literacy and English 
 Transitions across all contexts need to be strengthened to ensure progression in 

learning 
 Learners are able to discuss their learning; however, need further support in 

discussing their progress 
 Across all sectors the quality of feedback can be improved 
 All sectors should participate in moderation of learning to share standards 
 
3. Family Learning in Literacy and English 
 All sectors should identify opportunities to work with partners, including the 

Library Service, to support family learning 
 
4. Additional Support Needs (ASN)/ English as an Additional Language (EAL) in 

Literacy and English 
 All sectors should continue to identify and support those at risk of not achieving 
 All sectors should aim to close the attainment gap between the most and least 

deprived 
 

5. Leadership in Literacy and English 
 Approaches such as paired reading and literature circles should be further 

developed across all sectors 
 

6. Higher Order Thinking Skills in Literacy and English 
 Across all sectors Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) should be planned for in a 

progressive way 
 Across all sectors Higher Order Thinking Skills should be developed across the 

curriculum 
 
Following the report Education Scotland have released the SSLN – Literacy – 
Professional Learning Workshops to support schools and practitioners. The questions 
from the report have been organised into the six key themes above and placed in an 
audit tool to support the self-evaluation of Highland schools. 

The Standing Literacy Commission (SLC) was underpinned by the 
four priority aims of the 2010 Literacy Action Plan (LAP): 

1) Breaking the link between poor literacy levels and 
deprivation 

2) Improving the skills of those who have difficulties with basic 
literacy, particularly those who are vulnerable 

3) Ensuring young people progress successfully from basic to 
advanced literacy skills 

4) Raising advanced literacy skills for all. 
 
The report details four key themes that applied across all sectors, 
early years to adult learners: 

1) Early intervention 
2) Commitment and a sustained focus 
3) Assessment, screening, monitoring and tracking 
4) Co-operation, sharing and partnership working across all the 

key bodies and sectors, including health, justice and welfare. 
 
The report details the different successes, developments and 
initiatives. Following their research, the following recommendations 
have been made in moving forward: 
 
1. Early Years and Family Literacy 
 Further developing Early Learning provision 
 Sharing data across partners 
 Identify speech, language and communication difficulties early 
 Promote and utilise the library as a family learning centre 
 
2. School-age Literacy 
 Primary One Literacy Assessment and Action Resource (POLAAR) 

to be embedded within Primary 1 
 Read, Write, Count initiative to be further developed across local 

authorities 
 Education Scotland to share information about the success of 

the Literacy Hub projects in the local authorities across Scotland 
 Local authorities should continue to explore alternatives to 

exclusion to maximise opportunities for literacy development 
 
3. Adult and Youth Literacies 
 Partnerships between public, private and third sectors to be 

further explored to support adult and youth literacy 
development 

 Parents and carers should be supported in their own literacy 
development to encourage good literacy development in young 
people 

 In the criminal justice system literacy learning should continue 
to be a key part of the rehabilitation process. 

In the 2014 Scottish Summary of Literacy and Numeracy, learners across Scotland were 
selected to take part in a survey for Scotland which assessed their ability in Listening and 
Talking (through Group Discussion), Reading and Writing. 
 
The 2014 scores for children performing well, very well or beyond the level (Curriculum 
for Excellence Level 1 at P4, Level 2 at P7 and Level 3 at S2) were as follows: 
 

 Reading Writing Listening and Talking 

P4 78% 64% 59% 

P7 88% 68% 66% 

S2 80% 55% 52% 

 
Due to the 2014 survey having different assessment conditions to the 2012 survey 
comparable data is not available for Listening and Talking. The figures for learners 
performing well, very well or beyond the level in Reading and Writing are below: 
 

 Reading Writing 

2012 2014 2012 2014 

P4 83% 78% 64% 64% 

P7 90% 88% 72% 68% 

S2 84% 80% 64% 55% 

 
The key findings from the report are as follows: 
 
Reading 

 Reading performance was highest at the P7 stage with 88% of pupils performing well 
or very well 

 78% of P4 and 80% of S2 pupils performed well or very well, respectively 

 Girls outperformed boys at the P4 and S2 stages 

 Pupils from the least deprived areas had higher performance than other pupils, 
particularly at S2 

 
Writing 

 Writing performance was highest in P7 

 Girls outperformed boys at all stages 

 At all stages those from the least deprived category performed higher than the most 
deprived category 

 Over two thirds of pupils thought they were good or very good at writing 
 
Listening and Talking 

 P7 pupils in 2014 achieved the highest percentage of pupils performing well, very 
well and beyond the level 

 There was no significant difference between genders for each of the stages 

 In all stages the least deprived category did better than those children from the most 
deprived category 

 More than 70% of pupils thought they were good or very good at listening and 
talking. 
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