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Environmental Print 
 
There are many opportunities for children to learn to read in their own environment.  Environmental print 
is everywhere and is a natural starting point to teach young children to read. Children are surrounded by 
print and it is one of the first ways they have of recognising that print has meaning.  Children have a real 
connection to everyday print and are often able to "read" it within the context of their everyday 
experiences before they come to school.   

 
Learning Experiences for engaging with Environmental Print 

 

 Copy snack wrappers, use correct size, colour and print. Make a big alphabet book using 
environmental print.   

 Look for prices and compare cheapest/dearest/same. 

 Look for sell-by dates/bar codes. 

 Give children photographs of signs around school.  Children have to locate the signs. 

 Give children a copy of a particular word.  Children have to find that word.  (this is a bit trickier) 

 Children could copy signs using magnetic letters and boards. 

 Look at names.  Who has the shortest/longest name? 

 Which names begin with a, b, c etc. 

 Muddle up the letters of their names.  Rearrange the letters to make their name. 

 Cut name labels in half.  Give each child half and let them find the other half.  Good for learning to 
read the names of other children. 

 Use money; look at words on notes and coins. 

 Look at car number plates, biggest/smallest, odds/evens, finding letters of the alphabet, making 
words from letters e.g. TCA = cat 

 Newspaper headlines, name of paper, find words for every letter of the alphabet; find compound 
words, rhyming words etc. 

 Names of TV programmes, sports pages, football team badges, logos etc. 

 Environmental print walks.  Take digital camera and record signs, house names, road signs, road 
markings, fire hydrants, shop signs, billboards etc.  Make rubbings with crayons and paper of 
various signs/print. 

 Find all the words they can find in the kitchen/living room/bathroom etc. 

 Read t-shirts.  Bring a t-shirt to school to read the print on it. 

 Match up logos.  Give children a logo and ask them to find the identical logo. 

 Cut a logo in half.  Children have to find who has the other half. 

 Make snap/pairs cards with wrappers/logos.  

 Make a collage of environmental print. 

 Find words inside words e.g. Kelloggs – log or Walkers – walk. 

 Find words which rhyme or are alliterative in print. 

 De-contextualised print.  Children are able to recognise the words out of context with no picture 
clues etc.  

 Find and cut out letters from logos to spell out own name. 

 Activities on Writing Table, menus, shopping lists, telephone directories etc. 
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